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The Coming Opera Season—A 
Brilliant Prospect. 





CHATS WITH AIMEE, GRAU AND STRAKOSCH 


*‘FRANCKSCA DA LIMINI"—STAR THEATRE. 


Lanciotto, the buachback Mr. Lawrence Karrott 
Covnt Paolo, bis brutber. Mr. Otis Skinuer 
Mealatests, Lord of Kim Mr. BL G. Rogers 
Guide, Lord of Ravenna, Mr. F.C. Mouley 
Kep . Mr. Louis James 
Car Mr. Krrol Danbdar 
Keone, « trovbadeor.. Mr. Porcy Winter 
Lucostioe a+ Mr, We A. Lackey 
.- Mr. Jd. L. Finney 
Me. W. #, Gerald 
weoNr, A. T. Kiddie 
ter Kugene Sanger 
or Dermau Groneberg 
Mr. 8S. Dabois 
Mr. W.S. Ward 


























Marcu, a pago.. 
Captarp, in Lav 
Otcer of Ghibslite ° N 
Prancesca, Guide's daugh Miss Mario Wainwright 
Hitta, ber maid weeccceneMiss Addi Plunkett 


Last night the Star Theatre, late Wallack’s, was 
formally opened for the season, and the familiar 
‘suditorium, always cosey and pretty, was discov- 
ered to have many improvements In ita appearance 
since its doors closed last season. The old house 
Das seldom held a larger audience than that which 
pressed tuto it last night, nor is iteasy to recall a 
greater triumph within ite walle than Mr, Barret’ 
achieved. It haa been sald that tragedy {fs no 
onger popular in New York. If this is true the 


close attentioa with which Mr. Boker’s play was re- 
garded Jast night and the excitewent to which the 


audience was frequently roused by Mr. Barrott’s 
acting proved that for popularity there has been 
discovered a substitate which is remarkably like 
the original and fully as satisfactory to all con. 
cerned, 

* Tho plot of ‘Francesca da Rimini’ has already 
been given in these columns, The play, as written 
by Mr, Boker and acted by Mr. Barrett and bis com- 

"pany, is a naturalistic, almost a Puritan para- 
phrase of Dante’s ators, for the sympathy of the 
hearers ie Cemanded and received by the injured 
husband instead of the guilty couple. Francesca is 

Slowed as much pity as 1s due a woman who Las 


been imposed upon by untruth, but as she after- 
“ward abandons berecit to the very man who alone 
has been the cause of every disappointment aud 
Maleery, it is impossible for avy Lut the ultra-senti- 
meutal to exhibiteven as much tender regret as 
wevere Dante dia. For Paolo the author affords no 
«apology. Theonly sufferer by grief that is hovor- 
able ts the deformed but tender hearted husband, 

Mr. Darrett’e success asthe deformed bat valiant 
warrior, the sensitive gentleman aud the deceived 
busband was artistic and complete. Tradition has 
invented hunchbachs with minds of ocdinary sub- 
tlety and force, Whether this « right or wrong, Mr. 

» Barrett makes the bridegroom» ,uysical deformity 

«an excuse for almost superhuiuanu sensitiveness, 

« tenderness, chivairy and earnestness as adorer of a 
woman unexpectedly brought futo his life, He 13 as 
Taultlese av Ochelly {9 atmilar circumstances, but 

.When be onde that be,as well as his bride, has 
been decetved, his vengeful spirit knows po bounds, 
Yet even in bis madness there Js method. He strikes 
his futormant dead, not through anger, but because 
thereby the jester’s tongue can be stopped waguiug 
tothe detrimeut of Francesca’s name. All this is 
more suggestive of a modern hero than Dasute’a 
Lanciotts, just as the faithless brother and wife, as 
portrayed in the play, are more like the flesh and 
blood creatures of to-day than the couple over 
whose wocs a dozen generations have dropped senti- 
mental tears; but it makes the character when 
transiated by an actor of Mr, Barrett's fine nervous- 
ness and magnetism first interesting and then fas- 
einating. It certainly totk hold of the saudienc3 
last evening and became more engrossing as the 
play went on, until applause greeted nearly every 
speech and encores were so numerous that the audie 
ence ceased counting them, 

‘The leading character Was admirably supported. 
Mice Wainwright and Mr. Skinner have played 
together so long in parts somewhat similar toat in 

. Francesca and Paola they could scarcely help being 
admirable, The remainder of the company were 
equal to their parts, and the management deserves 
the Lighest praise for the taste and money that have 
Deen expended on the dresses and scenes. A piece 
fo superbly set has seldom been seen in New York. 








TOE UNION SQUARE THEATRE CLOSED. 
The Union Square Theatre was closed yesterday 
* and will not be respened until September 20, when 
*Mr. Charles Wyndham and bis company begin an 
engagement. Mr. Perzel, the husband of Miss 
Marie Prescott, had reflected on the financial 
failure of Mr, Oscar Wilde’a play, ‘‘Vera,’? and 
‘yesterday morning decided finally to discontinue 
the performances, The members of Miss Marie 
Prescott’s company were engaged on terms which 
provided that the engagement cuald be brokea by 
, One weeh’s notice, 
olr, Lewis Morrison said that he had not the least 
idea tuat “Vera” wasto be withdrawn until be ar, 
. rived at the theatre yesterday. The wuole affair 
was very unfortunate, to theo members of the com- 
pany especially. Me personally had spent $500 in 


z costumes, which was rather a heavy outlay for an 
. engagement of only one week’s duration. 
. alr. Perzel aaid bo had lost about $15,000 on tha 
+ production and was not prepared to risk any wore 
_ at present, The company was dismissed and a ucw 
cowpany would be organized foran autumn and 
, winter season, for which some of the “Vera” com- 
pany would perhaps be engaged. Mr. Wilde re- 
ceived a certain sum down for the play and was to 
have aroyalty of $50 a performance for 100 per- 
formances, which Mr. Perzel considered wers ex- 
traordinarily high priced terme, Miss Marie Prea- 
cott has agreed to play it 100 times within a 
year. Both Miss Prescott and Mr. Wilde were 
very ‘anxiogs to continue the engagement at 
the Union Square Theatre, but Mr. Perzel thought it 
best to close, Mr. Wilde, Mr. Porzel said, had 
*gald to him, “The great mistase 1 made was in 
not appear.ng as Alexis myself.” The company 
* assembied at the Union Square Theatre yesterday 
‘ afternoon aud received their salaries for last weck, 
Mies Maric Prescott will rest until October 15, whou 
she will begin a season on the road, playing “Vera” 
and Ghautler’s “Czeha,“” which she played with 
success last springin Brooklyn and Philadelphia. 
Mr. Perzel, in a letter to the Henatp, makes the 
, following remarks: 
~ The pepere of New York clty bave condemned Oscar 
Wilde's play “Vera.” they bave made an impression on 
the theatre-goiag public that “Vera” isan uvatiractive 
ple. It ie mot iu my power tocorrect thisimpression I 
ave nottherthetime por the inclination ty make any 
complaint aguinst the eritics, Lonty wish to atate that 
the attitade of the press toward “Vera” kept the public 
from this theatre, consequently I am the principal euf- 
, ferer, Thorets no doubt that “Vera” will become popa 
Jur iw other cltfos. E bave that assurance from manayers 
out of town who have seenthoplay., Buttorthe present 
Law obliged to withdraw “Vera” in New York city and 
Ginmiss my company, My losses are very lurxe so far 
and iam unebletorun turther rists, Nydaies out of 
tuwe arecancelled up to Uctubder, waen I will reorganize 
a@company for Misa Prescott, 
WHAT MR WILDE SATS. 

Mr. Wilde was iu the Union Square Theatre dur- 
fog the afternoon, Inepeaking to a Hrnatp re- 
Port. about the sudden withdrawal of *Veia” he 
ward it was very unfortunate, and that he was con- 
vinced the play would bave succeeded if the 
macagement and the company could havo given it 

* slopger trial, “LL” he added, “*havedone my part 
well. I bave written a good play, aud that ts alll 
preteuded to do; I did nos engage the company 
nor hire Lhe theatre, I simply wrote a good play 
which bas pleased the audience. Every night -it 
bas been well roceived by those in the house, In 
fact, the audiences have appeared to be keenly 
interested and pleared with the play. The curtain 
bas frequently been raised, aud Miss Prescott has 
deen recalled every night. I was very anxi us that 
the play suould have been given in Boston, but 
as it bas been decided to withdraw it I must bear 
my disappointment.” 

“What are your future.plans ?” the reporter 

* gaked. 

“dA ball return to England next week,” Mr. 
Wilde answered. . 

*“Lhen you will not appearon the American stage 

+ Just set 2 

“No.” 

MR, SHERIDAN SHOOK'S STATEMENT. 

When Mr. Sheridan Shook wae asked the reason 
of the withdrawal of “Vera” from the stage of the 
Union Square Theatre be said:— 

“lhe enterprise was not undertaken by this house 
nor did we have anything to do with it, The very 
contract for playing here had been signed before 
I bought Mr. Paliner’s interest in the 
theatre, According to the arrangement he 

*apade the company sppeared here. To-day I 
maked them to comply with the conditions agreed 
to, They complained tbat they were short of fuucs 
and had only enough money to pay tho performers. 
Tuey broke the terms of the agreement, and that 
was the end of it. As to the play itseif the Union 
bquace Theatre had nothing to do with it. The 
scenery Was painted outside, the business was dono 

+ outside, the whole affair was an outeldo matter.” 











THE SAN TEANCISCO MIXSTRELS, 

The Sin Francisco Minstrels oponed their season, 
under the managementof Mr. Billy Birch, last 
evening, and made a docided success with a lively 
and highly varied entertainment. The house was 
filled and thoold favorites met with o hearty wel- 
come, while the new members af the com- 
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pany were very cordially received. The 
organization {is a strong one. There aro 
eight end men, who were highly successful last 
evening in their efforts to convulee the audience. 
Mr. Billy Birch, on his firat appearance, was re- 


ceived with a hearty round of spplanse, and was 
presented with a floral horseshoe. The first part of 
ths programme was admirably given, the songs, 
both grave and gay, being loudly applauded and 
some of them redemanded. In the second part 
“the only’ Leon made a great success in his fe- 
maloimpersonations which were very cleverly given. 
Mesears, Schoolcraft and Cors were heard in an 
amusing shetch, entitled “Music va, Llocution.” Mr. 
Bob Slavin was not less funny than usual in his 
absurd stories, and the Biy Feur mado an instant 
hitin thelr sketch, “Wonders,” and were recalled 
three times. The entertainment concluded with an 
atterpiece called “Her Majesty's Opera Companys,” 
which isan amusing travesty on the original. The 
audience was kept ina roarof laughter throughout 
the performance, and the jokes, some of them old 
and some of them new, were not received in silence. 


“MELE, AIMEE’S RETURN, 

Afteran absence from New York of nearly four 
years and from tho lyric stage of almost an equal 
length of time, Mile, Marie Aimée returned yester- 
day worntng onthe French steamer Normandie. 
A hundred friends were on the dock to welcome her. 
She was accompanied by Mr, Maurico Grau and the 
members of his French opera company, about forty 
in number, who will open the scason at the Fifth 
Avenue Theatre, Toa Hexap reporter the whilom 
queen of opéra bouffe appeared to be the samo 
charming Aimée as of old. The four years of 
absence had wrought no outward cbange in the 
famous artiste. Mer eyea were just as bright, 
ber face as well preserved, her step aa 
jaunty, and her manner as attractive and vivacious. 
Sue was plainly but tastefully dressed in a travel- 
ling costume of dark blue, and wore adark straw bat 
and dainty shoes, 

“Glad to gct back tg New York?g@I am indeed. 
There is no city, save my own, Whidn I love so well 
as yours. I have always received the kindest treat- 


ment bere, and in making my renirée on tho lyric 
stage hero I have no fears, for I hnow thut there 
will be nobody but friends in wy audience.” 

“How long is it, Mle, Aimve, since you have 
suny in opera?”* 

“Ob, ecarcely any sincol left New York. You 
hnow, I wentto Brussels and cau,bht cold in my 
throat, from which was developed the trouble 
which at one time seomed to have ruined my voice 
forever, Ishould have been here last season if my 
throat would have allowed. But, thanks to the 
ekt}l ofiny physician iv Paris, Lamallrightatlast.” 

“And what are your plana?’ 

“We open, as you know, at the Fifth Avenue 
Theatre, where we shall play for four weeks. From 
there we go to Brooklyn, then Boston, Philadelphia, 
Cincinnati and otber cities west; then south to, 
Havana, Mexico and VeraCruz., We shall probably 
finish the s-asou of froin eight to ten months by a 
return to New York; from thence home.” 

“Your répertowe?”* 

“Well, as taras New York ia concerned we expect 
to give the **Princessdea Caparies,” wrich las been 
euch a success in Paris, and “Le Caur et le Main,”’ 
both substantially new fn your city. Then 1 expect 
to appearin “Divorcgons,” in which I made a great 
hit in Paris with the Palais Royal troupe when 
my ‘throat would not admit of my sing 
ing. Many of my friends declared my per- 
formance in the drama to be better than 
my opera bouffe. We also hope to play *‘Niniche,”* 
which is new to New York, and for the sake of Mile. 
Augéle, who made sucha hit last winter, we must 
give “La Fil ede Madame Angot.’"” Whetber any of 
the other old favorites will be given it is impos- 
sible to say—probably not during the first part of 
the season.”” 





MR, MAURICE GRAU’S PLANS. 

Mr, Maurice Gran was found by a Hrnatp re- 
porter at the Fifth Avenuo Theatre. 

“You see Iam losing no time,” he said to = re- 
porteras heturned to give an order for several 
thousand Almée lithographs. “I brought a large 
party with me, nearly my entire opéra bouffe com- 
pany, and we shall begin work almost at once.” 

You have a strong company?” 

“Yous, indeed, Ithink sv. Almée is 4 host in her- 
self. Then, besides tho old favorites, MM. Mezicres 
and Duplan and Mile, Angéle, and M. Nigri, who has 
been well receivel here before, I have several 
artists thataroncw to New York—Mile. Nixan, for 
instance, who is a fine opéra bouffe artist from the 
Tnéatre des Folies Dramatiques, Paris, and Mr, Guy, 
avery clever little comedian, from the same thea- 
tre. Ten musicians for the orchestra sailed by the 
St. Germain, but owing to the disaster to that ves- 
sel they will probably be detained for some time, 


but they will doubtless get over hero in time for tbe 
opening of my season at the Fifth Avenue Theatre 
on Septemver 10. 

“What will be the opering piece?’® 

“Lecocy’a new opera, ‘Princesse des Canaries,’ 
with Mile, Aimée fu the principal rdle. The répere 
toire will aleo include the *Mascot’ and ‘Oli- 
vette," in which Mlle, Almée will appear for the 
firsttime in this country. Lecocq’s ‘Le Ceuret 
laf Main,’ ‘La Jolie Parfumeuse,” ‘Divorcons,’ 
with Mile. Almée, and ‘Boccacio,’ in which Mlle, 
Nixangwitl play the title rdle.” 

THE METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE. 

“How have tue arrangewebts progressed for the 
Metropolitan Opera House season?” 

“Admirably. Kverything is completed. Tho 
work has been well aud satistactorily done, The 
heads of all the various branches of the compary 
have looked after their special work with great 
success. Signor Vianeai, for iustance, has got his 
orchestra; Mr. Hialp, tho chorus master, has se- 
cured sia chorus, and the Lallet master, Signor 
Danesi, bas completed his ballet,’* 

* Have there been any chaugesin the already pub- 
lished list of artists?” 

“Not many. signor Maini, the basso, has 
been released trom his engagement at his 
own request and his place has been filled by 
dignor Mirabella. ‘Abe ralllistof principals is as 
foliows:—Soprani—Mme. Christine Nilsson, Mlle, 
Ssmbrich, Mme. Valeria, Mme, Fursch-Madi, 
Mule. Forti and Mile. Corani, Contralti— Mme. 
Scalehi, Mme. Trebcllil, Mme. Lablache and 
Mule, Lablache. Tenori-Signor Campanini, 
Signor Stagno, M. Capoul, Signor Fornaris and 
Signor Grazzi. Baritoni—Signor Cashmann, Signor 
Del Puente aud Signor Guadaguini. Lassi—sSiguor 
Novara, Signor Mirabella, Signor Continiand Sig- 
nor Corsini, Mile, Cavatazzi will, you koow, bo the 
premicére danseuse aesoluta. Mr. Parry, who was 
to have been the stage manager, is, I believe, Leld 
by a coutract with Colonel Mapleson. 

It was rumored that it was uncertain if Signor 
Stagno would come out here and also that Mme, 
Scatchi was going to desert Mr, Abbey. 

Well, there ta no truta In either of these rumors. 
Signor Stayno is positively engaged at avery high 
salary. He is asplendid tenor and a fine actor and 
will ,.f think, make a great hit here. Mme. Scalchi, 
too, will undoubtedly appear at the Metropolitan 
Opera House. I belreve she objected somewhat ¢> 
Mr. Abbey having engaged Mme. Trebelli and asked 
him to relievo her from her contract. Mr. Abbey 
said he would on the condition that she would not 
come to America under any other management. 
Mme. Scalchi did not press the matter further after 


that, 
THE OOMPANT. 

“What will be the full strength of Mr, Abbey’s 
company?" 

“Well, in addition to the principals alroady men- 
tioned, there will bea chorus of eighty voices, au 
orchestra of seventy-six musicians, picked from 
England, Gerwany, France and Italy; a military 
band, which will arrive from Eurcpe in October, 
numbering twenty-five performers, and a ballet of 
thirty-two dancers.” 

“The company will be an expensive one?” 

“Yes, the expense will be enormous, They will 
altogether amount to at least $150,000 a month, and 
I think that the entire expense of opening the 
opera house, with scenery, costumes, advances to 
the company, travelling expenses, &c., will amoaut 
to $300,000. There will be 6,000 new costumes, 
which are being made in Venice. 

“What will be the réperfoire ?°” 

“Well it will cousist of twenty-throe operas, Tho 
season will positively open on October 22 with 
"Faust,” with Mimes. Nilsson, Scalchi, Lablacho, 
Signori Cawpaniul, Del Puente and Novara, On 
the second night of the season ‘Jyucia’ will be given 
for the American début of Mile. Sembrich, who 
I expect will surprise the public hore. Signori 
Campaniniyand Cashmann will be in the ‘Lucia’ 
cast. Signor staguo will make bis début iu eituer 
‘IL Purttani’ or ‘Robert le Diable.” Among the 
other operas will be ‘Sonnambula,’ with Mile. 
Sembrich; ‘Le Prophéte,” with Mmes, Valleria aud 
Scatchi and Signor S8tagno; ‘Mofistofele’ with 
Mmes. Nilsson and Trebelli. Mme. Nilsson will 
also probably appear in ‘Gioconda,’ ‘Otello,’ 
"Nozze de Figaro’ and ‘Don Giovanni.” M,Capoul 
will probably sing in ‘Miguon’ and one or two other 
operas which have been familiar in his répertotre.’ | 





MR. MAURICE STRAKOSCH, 

Mr, Maurice Strahosch, who also arrived by the 
Normandie, is stopping at tho Everett House. Me 
said toa Henan reporter yesterday that he had ro- 
turned to New York earlier than he had intended 
owing to some misunderstanding about Mises Emma 
Thursby’s engagements. “You see,” he said, “Miss 


Thursby authorized me to make engagements for 
her io Europe, and I accepted operatic eugagements 
for her in St. Petersburg, Rome and Vienna. I 
heped Miss Thursby would have overcome her 
scruples about singing in opera. But she says 
friends are so opposed to ber appearing tn opera 
that she will accept no operatic engagements.” 

Mr. Strakosch showed the reporter a telegram 
from St. Petersbury saying that Miss Thurabs could 
uot be released from her engagement at the Im. 
perial Theatre. 

You wee,”’ Mr, Strahosch continued, “I have 
really come back in such a hurry to try and coax 
Miss Thursby ty alter her mind and sing in opera 
in Europe. If ahe will not I don't kuow what I 
shall do, asI have made 80 many engayements for 
her. If she still refuses to acceptthem she wi}l 
have another concert tour in America, of which I 
shall, of course, be manager.” 

“Have you any other plans for the future?” 

“Well,l am hoping to secure Mile, Van Zandt, the 
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American prima donna and the starof the Paris 
grand opera, for concerts and opera in this country 
next yoar. I left the contract in Paris for her to 
sign, and I Lope she has done so by this time. 





MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC NOTES. 

Dr. George Leeming began bis series of illus 
trated lectures atthe Twenty-third Street Theatre 
last evening. There wasa fair attendance and the 
lecturer met with a favorable reception. 

The management of Hayerly’s Drooklyn Theatre 
opened the season of 1883-4 auspiciously last even- 
ing, introducing to their patrons ‘The Silver King.” 
which recently enjoyed a successful ruo at Wal- 
Jach’s Tpeatre. The house was abcut two-thirds 
fulland the spectators applauded the efforts of the 
company tbrougbout. 

The Adah Richmond Comedy Company appeared 
atthe Windsor Theatre last evening in Mr. Lafitte 


Johnson's drama “Carrots.” Miss Adah Richmond 
as Carrots, the Wild Flower, gavo a lively and brisk 
performance and sang a number of songs which 
vreatly ploased the audience, and Mr. k, E 
Graham's sctiug and singing as Tony, the German, 
were well appreciated. 


The Mount Morris Theatre was openei for the 
season last evening by Haverly’s Comedy Company 


in the amusing play entitled “Our Strategists.” 
The play was well pnt on and the various characters 
were all fairly taken. The house was well filled 
with an audience which showed its appreciation by 
frequent rounds of applause and loud laughter. 


Sounds of revolry echoed through the Brooklyn 
Park Theatre last evening, where, under the mirth, 


provoking genius of Rice’s Travestie Company, tho 
gcason was opened with “Fun on the Bristol.” 
The house, which has been handsomely renovated 
andembellished in many details during the vaca- 
tion, presented a bright and cheerful appearance, 
The audience, though not large, was select, aud 
by repeated hearty applause, which uever 
failed to recognize good singing or a_ witty 
Speech, gave evidence of the enjoyment derived 
from tho entertainment. 





